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HE whole ſe „ end and 
deſign of Chriſtian Religi 
on, is to worſhig God arig lt: 

hat is to ſay, in S irit and in Truth 

y and thro” Je Chriſt ; and to 

orſhip and adore this fame! * 

us Chriſt: 3 ug 

2 


2 


is ſo much in Love with Jeſus 


tranſeat in Chriſtum. That ever 


ing, praying, charitable man. Now 


Devotion, if there be ay really in 
74 
Devotion it's ſelf, which is indeed nc 


5 
Dr 


3 


their Head; and Diſciples their Ma- 


ſter; which can only be performed] at#:z 


by Love and Imitation. Non coli- ¶ ſolut 


tur niſi amando. And our Religion 


Chriſt, and ſo charm'd with his 
divine Life and behaviour; that it 


deſigns according to S. Ambroſe, toi him 


transform all it's Profeſſors into { 
ſo many Jeſus Chriſts. In hoc uni 
ce tendit, tota Chriſtiane Religion 
profeſſio, ut Chriſtianorum quiſque, 


Chriſtian may become a Chriſt, 
that is (quod hoc) a poor, meel 
humble, patient, mortifyed, ſuffer 


love, if real and true, necefſarilyſ Prot 
produces what in ſpiritual mati. way 


ters we call Devotion, which ccd 
ſiſts not, as ſome falſſy imagin, ii witl 


a great many repeated exteroſ and 
Acts; which are at moſt, but thy] all tl 
effect and product of the interioi ſign 


the heart; but not at all, the very 


thing elſe but an interior, conſtant ant 
{NF RRR 5-0 
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rmedſ active diſpoſition, preparation and re- 
coli - ſointion of the Heart and Will; to 
igionſdo what me think agreeable and pleas 
mg to the perſon we love, So that 
| hisa real love for Jeſus Chriſt” neceſ- 
at itſ ſarily produces a real Devotion for 
ſe, toff him too. And the greater our love 
to ſq is, the greater alſo is our Devo- 
uni tion. And as the earlieſt and moſt 
ſolid love of the Chriſtian Church 
was for Jeſus: Chriſt, her Head 


very and Founder: So 'tis evident, that 


briſtY the ancienteſt, moſt ſolid and natu- 
neelKzal of all her Devotions, is the De- 
ufer votion to Jeſus Chriſt, her adorable: 
Now Spouſe, Head, Sanctifier, Preſerver, 
Protector, c. Tis he that has al- 
mat. ways been the only Object of all her 
F:doration an! Worlhip, together 
with God hisFather: to whom tends, 
teroffl and in whom is terminated (as I ſaid) 
t. the] all the whole Worſhip, Aim and De 
ſign of the Chriitian Religion, It 
was to him, ſhe conſecrated her firſt 
Churches; her greateſt and moſt ſo- 
lemnFeaſts, were inſtituted to honor 
his Myiteries: and in fine, all her Ce- 
remonies, Prayers, and Praiſes, are *. 

| aA. 0 
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of the marks of her Piety aud Devo- 
tion, towards the Son of God become (wh 
man; that is towards Jeſus Chriſt. ] der 

'Tis not at all neceſſary here, to for 
pretend to juſtifie this conduct, andy Inc 
proceeding of the Chriſtian Church, I her 
at leaſt, in reſpect of her own true 1... 
Children. Becauſe being already ful- 
4 ſatisfied, that ſhe is animated and 
directed by the Spirit of God, they can 


have no ifficulty to acknow edg, 21 
that it is this ſame holy Spirit which tho 
has inſpir'd her with this Devotion: Inf 
and the very name only of Chriſt:am1 ,; 
Which they have receiv'd in their Dh 
| Baptiſm, denotes ſo clear ly the obli- of | 


-gation, that all thoſe, who will but 
make a little ſerious reflection and 
attention to it, will be oblig d to e- 
ſteem it, as eſſential and indiſpenſable 

to the Religion they profeſs. 
But if any Chriſtian however, 
_ ſhould unhappily have the Palat of 
his Soul ſo much out of taſt, as not to 
reliſh, as perfectly as he ought this 
devotion: he needs only reflect, and 
conſider a little, what Jeſus Chriſt, 
is to his Church in general; and 


* gion, and of her Sacraments 8 the 
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_ || toev'ry one of the Faithful in parti- 


cular. He is not _ her God, 
(which comprehends all) but alſo 
her God become Man; annihilated 
for her ſake, by the Myſtery of his 
Incarnation: He is her Spouſe, and 
her Mediator, towards God his Fa- 
ther ; with whom he has reconciled 
her, by his own Blood, and blotted 
out the hand Writing which was a- 

ainſt her. He is her Head, and Mo- 

el; her Prieſt and Victim; the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of her Faith; the 
Inſtitutor and Founder of her Reli- 


ſource and firſt Principle, and auſe 
of all her Juſtice and Sanctity; in 
fine he is all things to her, in all ways 


and in all manners, and ſhe does not 


ſubſiſt, but only by him, thro' him, 
and for him, oY; 

So that nothing is more eaſy, than 
to comprehend, how juſt and ration- 
al, the Piety and Devotion of the 
Chriſtian Church is towards Jeſus. 
Chriſt. But that which is not ſo eaſi- 


ly conceiv'd is, that this ſame Devo- 
tion, which has always been pre- 


ſerv'd 
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ſeryvd in the heart and boſom of the 


Church; and among her Paſtors and 
Children, who were the beſt inſtru- 
Red, is yet however, ſo ſtrangly de- 
cay'd among the generality of the 
faithful of theſe latter Apes, that one 
may almoſt ſay tis quite extinct. 


| To endeavour the reviving of it a- 


gain, by a ſhort compendious expli- 


cation of our Duty towards Jeſus 
Chriſt, wou'd certainly be very ac- 
ceptable, and beneficial to all good 


Chriſtians ; and perhaps what fol- 


lows may not be altogether impro- 

per, for contributing ſomething to- 

wards fo pious, and fo neceſſary a 
Work. | 


enn 
That we muſt garneſtly beg the Renew 
ing of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. 


E Chriſtian, as I ſaid, ought 
/ himſelf, to be transform'd into 


— 
4 


a JeſusChriſt, which can never poſſi- 
bly be effected, but by being re- 


pleniſh'd and animated by the Spirit 


of Jeſus Chriſt; without which, we 


can't 


(9) 
can't ſo much as pretend to belong to 
him. Si quis ſpiritus Chriſti non ha- 
het, hic non eſt e jus. A true Chriſtian 
ought therefore without ceaſing to 
pray, that he may be fill'd-molt a- 
bundantly with this Spirit; which 
is indeed a Grace, that perfectly cor 
reſponds to and anſwers the end of 
the Chriſtian Religion (it being by | 
it, we adore God in Spirit and in 
Truth) and alſo of the celebration 


of all the ſoleinnities of Jeſus Chriſt; 5 2 
and likewiſe the deſign of God the 


Father, in the Incarnation of his Son. 

For to what end, has he united, 
in one and the ſame -Perſon, his one 
Divine Nature, with the Nature of 
Man, but only to reform and change 


us into New Creatures, in his o.] n 


Son by making us his Members; to 
ſanctifie us, in him; as parts and par- 
cells of himſeli ; and to make us live 
in him and through him in ſuch a 
manner, that ev'ry one of his living 
Members, may be able truly to ſay, - 
JI live, or rather tis not | but tis 
Teſus Chriſt lives in me Now \ . 
we are only living Members of Jeſus 
2 „ Chꝛiſt MO 
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ly the Cries and Sighs and Fa 
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tw). 


Chriſt, in as much as we are anima- 
ted, and enlivened by hisSpirit, which 


is indeed nothing elſe but the Hol 


Ghoſt himſelf; that holySpirit,whic 


is only given to Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
which isindeed given to him, in a moſt 


abundant, and overflowing fullneſs 
without any limit or meaſure : that 
of this inexhauſtible Plenitude, he 
may diffuſe and Communicate to all 


his Members, according to that mea- 
ſare which he has deſigned for e- 
very one of them. Tis with this 


Jpirit we ask to be repleniſhed, -in 


all the Prayers we make: Becauſe, 
as aid, he who has not the ſpirit 


of Jeſus Chriſt, belongs not to him : 


And on the contrary, all thoſe are the 


Children of God (and Members of 
. this Son) who are "animated, guided 
and govern'd by his Spirit. Had we then 


the Eyes of our Underſtanding, 
but never ſo little enlightened': we 


ſhou'd eaſily comprehend, that the 
moſt eſſential and moſt important em- 
* of a Chriſtian in this 


World, is to fend forth inceſſant- 
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( 
of his heart towards Heaven, there 
by to invite, and draw down into 
bimſelf, the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. 

All that we have then to do, du- 
ring this our baniſhment ; is ſeri- 
ouſſy to endeavour, to unite our 
ſelves cloſer and cloſer to Jeſus 

Chrift, by and through his holy 

Spirit ; that thereby, we may here- 

after become One with him; to look 
upon, and conſider all things in 

Jeſus Chriſt; and Jeſus Chriſt in - 
all things: To refer all we do to 
him: To repleniſh our ſelves with 
his Spirit; and in fine, to act in 
ſuch a manner, that all our actions 
may be enliven'd by it: It beingg 
only this holy Spirit which can 
ſanctify, and render em agreea- 
ble and well pleaſing to God. And i 7 
all that is not done and perform'd _ 1 
through the inſtinct and impulſe of ü 
this holy "Spirit, is moſt cer-- 
tainly rejected by God the Father, 
as not belonging to his Ssoᷣon. 
Who then, can ever be able ſuf- 2 
ficiently to explicate the great Want 
we have of this holy Spifit ? It is 

„ -. = ame 
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; 1 
indeed ſo great, ſo general, and ſo Spi 
neceſſary; that we cannot ſo much Lif 
as ask it, nor even have the thought, | An 
or deſire to ask it as we ought, if this || as 
holy Spirit himſelf, do's not form in | mv 
us; this thought, this deſire, and this ly 
prayer. Neither is this in the leaſt | hi: 


ve 1 


Wo holy Spirit; and that ſhe gives us 
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Spirit of our Spirit; the Life of onr * 
Life, and the Soul of our Soul. 
And in reallity, tovtive and converſe, -- 
as a Member of Jeſus Chriſt, we ' 

muſt be moſt intimately and cloſe- 
ly united to him; and filld with: 7 
his holy Spirit: whence the un- 
deceiving Character, of a heart tru- 
ly devout to Jeſus, is to compre- 


hend well thoſe great obligations, 


and thankfully acknowledge the im- 
mediate and indiſpenſable depen- 


, (14) 
ſecured from doing any thing un- 
worthy or unbecoming this our Di- 
vine Head : But that we may alwa 
act by his inſtinct and by his di- 
rection; thro' his ſtrength, with his 
am and in his purity: and never 
in the obſcurity and extraragance, 
the inutility, the impotence, the nar- 
rowneſs and corruption of the Spi- 
rit of Man; or in the blindneſs of 
humaneUnderſtanding and Capacity. 


SECT WM 
That tis wholly Feſus Chriſt we muſt 


regard in every thing. 


JESUS is the Author andFiniſher of 
I dur Faith; and the foundation of 
all our Hope. We have no acceſs to 
God, but by his Perſon, and in his 
Name. We cannot do any Good, but 
by his Grace. We expect and hope 
for nothing, but thro' his merits: 
We our elves are nothing before 
God, but that which we are in Jeſus 
& Chrilt: in fine we have no part, or 
E ſhare inthe Mercies, and Benefits of 
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dee God? not any expectat 
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on of his Glory, but in as much as 
we are Members of his Son, and make 


a part of his Myſtical Body. How great 
then ought the Piety and Devotion of 


a Chriſtian tv be towards ſo neceſ- 


ſary a Mediator; ſo good and po- 
werful a Savior ; and ſuch a Head, 
who communicates to us, his Mem- 


ber, 4 Life all Divine, with infinit 


other Goods and Gifts, which are 
everlaſting ? 
If then any Chriſtian, upon due 


examination, find himſelf under the | 


guilt of having neglected the per- 

ormance of his duty towards Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is his Salvation and the 
Price of his Redemption : ought not 


| ſuch a one, to endeavour moit ear- 


neſtly, to repair all paſt faults, in a 
matter of ſuch importance, and to 

be fo much the more faithful, in ren- 
dring him theſe Duties of Adoration, 
Thanks, Invocation, Love, -Obedi- 
ence and ſubmiſſion to his holy Word; 
to his Example; to his Deſires; to 


his Inclinations; to his holy Spirit; 


and in fine to all his very Deſigns, 
and Intentions; Which n 42 
| ob 110 


: ” - 


for us, as ſo many Laws; and in a 


word, to render him all, that he has 
a right to exact, from one of his own 
Members, and Servants, redeem'd 


1 by himſelf from the Jaws of eter- 


nal death, and power of the Devil. He 
ought, I ſay, to be ſo much the more 


faithful in the exact performance of 


all theſe duties, by how much the 


more negligent he has been, to ac- 


quit himſelf of them heretofore. 
And as he is a Chriſtian for no o- 


ther end, than to continue and pro- 
long in his own Perſon, the Life of 4 


| B Feſus Chriſt, his head and model ; ſo 
4 ought he, moſt diligently to ſtudy 
- this leſſon; and employ himſelf in the 


conſtant meditation of it, with a 
moſt particular devotion, and zeal F 


according to all it's Myiteries, an 


According to all the diffe rent parts, 
and conditions of ſo exemplar aLife : 
as was that of our Dear Lord an 


: * 
1 - 


"Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt : he ought to 
have his holy Goſpel, always in his 


hands; and meditate therein his ho- 


ly precepts and maximes, both da 


4 
* 


and night: in fine, all that belongs 


any 
2 


- "XV. 2 
na any way to Jeſus Chriſt, ought to be 
bas wi td Big. to him; 9 ought 

Wn to be fo in Jeſus Chriſt ; and in re- 


d lation to, and for the Love of Jeſus 
er- Chriſt ; in whom God the Father, 
Te has placed all his good will and ple - 
re | ſure; and out of whom, nothing can 

of be any ways acceptable to him. 

1e And, as in all the Chriſtian do's or 
C- # undertakes, he ought to have in a 
4 lively manner preſent before him, 


the glorious quality, he Perm o, 
of the Members of Feſus Chriſt in 
order to perform his Actions, in a #8 
manner worthy of him; ſo ought he to ³8 
perform them all, in the Spirit f 
Feſus Chriſt, And in order to obtain 
this holy Spirit, it muſt be his com- 
mon practice, to offer and give him- 
ſelf to Jeſus Chriſt, as often as any 
thing of conſequence occurs to be 
done and take notice, that whatever 
is not done in this manner vi. in the 
ſpirit of Feſus Chriſt, at leaft virtu- 
ally, is counted for nothing by Al- « i 

mighty God. And St. Auguſt” him- © 
ſelt, ſticks not to ſay that even» our _ 
very Prayers themſelves, which ae 3 

1 not 
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1 
not made by and thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 


are ſo far from obtaining pardon of 


our fins, that they become them- 
ſelves, a new ſin, and are diſplea- 
ling to God. 

Tis alſo with reference to Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Chriſtian ought to re- 
ſpect and reverence all that he ho- 
nours, inferior to this his divine 
Saviour: For example, the moſt ho- 
ly Virgin Mary, becauſe ſhe is his 
Mother: The holy Church, becauſe 
ſhe is his Spouſe, the fruit of his 
Labors, and purchace of his,Blood : 
The Angels as his Miniſters and 
Meſſengers .: The Saints, as his 
Friends, brethren, and choſen Mem- 
bers: The Prelates of the Church, 
as the Paſtors and Feeders of his 
Flock : The temporal Princes and 
Magiſtrates, as h:s Repreſentatives 
and Commiſſioners, whom he has 
entruſted with his Authority, In 
fine, as Jeſus Chriſt is all in all 
things, according to St. Pau!'s own 
expreſs words, {o tis him alone we 


muſt both ſeek, honour and love 


in all things whatſoever ; and ne- 


ver 


Sw) 
ver in the leaſt, ſeek, love or e- 
ſteem our ſelves; but in him, thro 
him, and for him, as abſolute Ki 

and Sovereign Lord of all. Whoſe 
Spirit and influence ought to guide, 
direct and govern us in all things 


whatſoever. 
S E-,.96-- 58 
The good uſe we _ to male 


of Jeſus Chriſt, by performing 
our Duties towards him. | 


* 


OW if we were but once en- 
tirely poſſeſsd by the Spirit 


of Jeſus Chriſt; what uſe would it BY 
not inſpire us to make of this ſame A 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ? For as Jeſus A 
Chriſt was given to Men, that by 
virtue of his Myſteries, and the 
efficacy of his divine Sacrifice, ge 
might Merit for them the holy 


Spirit: in like manner, the ſame ® 


holy Spirit has been alſo gi- 
ven to them, to inſtruct and teach 


them the uſe they ought to make 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his Myſte- 


ries « 
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ries: and one of the greateſt faults 


Chriſtians are guilty of, is; that 


they do not make uſe enough of 
Jeſus Chriſt : imitating in ſome 
manner, by this conduct of theirs, 
the Prefident Pontius Pilate, who 
knew not what to do with Jeſus 
Chriſt. .Whart ſhall I do (ſaid he) 
with Jeſus who is called Chriſt ? 


Nay, and. would to God, there 


were no Chriſtians, who imitated 


the very Jews themſelves, who 


knew Jefus Chriſt, only to Blaſ- 
heme him, to Deny him, and to 
Crucifie him. „ 

If then we have been fo unhap- 
py, as to imitate either the Jews or 
Pilate ; an opportunity is now gt- 
ven us, of humbling our ſelves moſt 


profoundly in the preſence of God; 


and to repair by our adorations, 
ſubmiſſions and love, all the former 
infidelity, blindneſs and ingratitude 


of our hearts; and to learn for the 
future, to make the right uſe of the 


greateſt of all the gifts of Almight 
God, that is to ſay, of Jeſus Chrii 
himſelf. For 'tis to this end, ne have 


received, 


ä Wan — 


* ( 21 } 


recerved, not the Spirit of theWarld, 


but the Spirit of God; that we 
eat) 


know and - comprehend the (gr 
gifts which he has been pleas'd to 
give us; and that we may make that 


Nr 


That we muſt offer Feſus Chriſt 79 4 


his Father, The Excellencies and 
Advantages of this Oblation. 


True Chriſtian ought conti- 


nually to make a double O- 


blation and Sacrifice to Almighty 
God. (or more properly, One - 
blation conſiſting of two parts?) Ml 
Firſt, Of Jeſus Chriſt, his only beloy- i 

ed Son, and his own dear Saviour, 
Head and Redeemer : And Second- "i 
ly, of himſelf, as a Saved and Re- 


eemed Member of the Myſtical 


Body of Jeſus Chriſt: and as part 1 
of this ſame Jeſus Chriſt whole 
and entire. Of the firſt part of this 


Oblation, I ſhall treat in this Secti- 


o 


uſe of em, which he has deſigned. 
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(22) * 
on, and of the other in the follow- un 
ing. The former part then of this imp. 
Sacrifice, that is the Oblation of all 
Jeſus Chriſt to his Eternal Father 

is ſo enſential to Chriſtian Reli - 
gion, that if we examin what was him 
the chief deſign of God the Fa- | i» 
ther, in giving us his Son, what o- 
ther can we imagin it to be, than that 
we might have ſomething proper and 
fit to offer to his divineMajeſty?And 
why has he | himſelf put into our 
hands his own peculiar Victim; ex- 
cept that we might be in a capacit 
of offering him ſomething, whic 
might be both pleaſing to, and 
SE Worthy of himſelf ? What therefore 
do we amuſe our ſelves about, if we 
neglect to make this important uſe 
of ſeſus Chriſt? If we are not n 
careful to offer him to his Father, by 
not only when we affiſt at the ho- ; 
ly Sacrifice of the Altar (and would C 
to God we perform'd it well even 


then) but alſo, in all the occaſions 7 
anll occurrences of our Life; where- * 
in we muſt offer Jeſus Chriſt to his 5 


Father, as the ſupplement of our 
unwor- 


# 
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unworthineſs, and of that general 


impotency and incapacity, wherein 


all Creatures are, of offering and 
eſenting to God, any thing capa- 
ble of honoring him; or of rendring 
him any homage or Religious du- 
ty, which may be any ways pro- 
PRE to his Grandenr and Ma- 
—_— 
. offering him therefore Jeſus 
Chriſt; we offer him that worſhip 
and adoration which he require 
becauſe God the Father takes de- 
light in nothipg but his Son; and 


nothing can be any ways pleaſing 


to him, but thro” him and in him. 

In offering to God the Father 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, we offer him 
an acknowledgment and thankſpi. 


ving, which perfectly correſponds * 


to the immenſity and infinit Gran- 
deur of all his mercies towards 
us in particular, and to his whole 
Church in general: And without 
this great act of thankſgiving (Je- 
ſus Chrift ) we ſheuld be almoſt 


tainly; in an inevitable neceſſity 
as , In 


of dying in Ingratitude. 


4 - "FL. 0-7 * 
J offering him JeſusChriſt, we of. y, ar 
fer him a full and ſuperabundant Ito hea 
ſatisfaction for all our offences; he all ſor 
being the Victim of Propitiation for ſings 
all our ſins: and not = ours on- als 
ly, but for all the ſins of the whole 
World, and of as many Worlds 
as God is able to Create : A ſatis- 
faction ſo great and ſo excellent, 
that it honours God infinitely more, 
than all our fins are capable of 
diſhoneuring him: A ſatisfaction ſo 
WE neceſſary, that without it the World 
could not abſolutely ſubſiſt in the 
= preſence of God, and every Crea- 
ture would moſt infalliably and 
WE irrevocably be condemn'd to Ever- 
laſting Miſery. 


In offering, in fine, to God the 
Father his Son Jeſus Chriſt, we 
offer him. a Prayer which he can- 
not . poſſibly reject, ' becauſe we 
Pray to him by his own very E- 
ternal Word it ſelf. And we pre- 
ſent to him, that very ſame Victim 
which he himſelf has been pleaſed 
to make choice of; to give and ex- 
tend thereby, his Mercy to us; * | 


* 


oh this ſame Victim, 
to heap upon us, moſt abundantly, 
- ſorts of Favours, Graces and Bleſ- 
ings. | . 
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We muſt offer our own ſelves, and all 
whatever we do or ſuffer, to God 
the Father; with Feſus Chriſt, and 
in Feſus Chriſt. ; 


DUT in offering to God the Fa- 
ther his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


Wre muſt remember to offer alſo our 


own ſelves with him; in as much as 
we make a part (as was ſaid above 
of this divine Victim. We our ſelves 
re it's laſt fullneſs and compleat 
iccompliſhment ; and all that We 

do, and all that we ſuffer if we de 
it, and ſuffer it, in his diſpoſitions, 
and joyn'd with his holy Spirit) 
enters into, and makes a part, of his 
Sacrifice; is its laſt perfection, and 
finiſhes and makes up, according to 
the doctrin of the great Apoſtle 
that which is yt wanting, of 2 
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afflictions and ſufferings of Teſus 
Chriſt : who is pleas'd now to bear 
and perform, in his Myſtical Body, 
and in it's Members, thoſe ſame My- 
| ſeries, which he has already accom- 


1 pliſh'd in his natural Body; that he 


may by this means, -finiſh and ful 
ly compleat the framing and form- 
ing of«his Church, and all it's Mem- 
bers, who are the perfect and laſt 
accompliſhment of Chriſt, whole 
and entire. 
Tis by this Union with Jeſus 
Chriſt, we become a pleaſing Vi. 


ctim, in the eyes of his Eternal Faq; 


ther. It is bythis interior Union of 
our Actions with his, what we do, 
.can become fitting, and worthy, of 
being offer d to God; and of being 
accepted by him. Wherefore, what- 
ever we do, whatever we ſuffer 
Whatever we deſign to offer and con- 
ſecrate to Almighty God (and there 
is nothing in us, Which ought not to 
be conſecrated to him) we «ought 
to ſuffer, and perform all, - uniting 
and joyning our ſelves, by our hearts 
and fections, and by the diſpoſr 


tion 


n 
tion of our Souls to and with Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the Victim, with whom 
and in whom alone, we can poſſi- 
.Mbly have acceſs to God the Father; 
com. and as the great Paſtor, and univer- 
it heal High Prieſt of God, thro' whom 
and by whom, all muſt be offer'd, 
Wand conſecrated to his Sovereign 


ceptable to him. And this is that, 
St. Paul recommends to us fo often, 
in his Epiſtles, and particularly, 
when he tells the Coloſſians; what- 


in the name of the Lord givin 


thanks by him, to God the Father: an 
this is what the Church teaches us, 


Chriſt : and before ſhe offers to God 


ere Jeſus Chriſt, they muſt render thanks 
to to God, in all times, and in all 
ght I places. In fine, tis the peculiar cha- 
racter and ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
rts Religion, to Honour, Adore, Wor- 
of © ſhip, and ſerve „ by and thro 
tion B 2 Jeſus 


Najeſty, to become any ways ac- 


the great Sacrifice of the Euchariſt, 
ſhe tells her Children, that tis by 


Jever ye do either in word or work, do 


while ſhe concludes in this manner, 
all her Prayers, thro our Lord Jeſus 
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Feſus Chriſt : And the Martyrs hay 
always confirm'd this truth, wit 
their blood, when in the midſt « 
their torments, they cryed out, an 
publiſh'd aloud to the whole Worlt 
Colimus Deum per Chriſtum. Tts pt 

. culiar, and eſſential to us Chriſtians 
to worſhip and adore God, by an 
_ Jeſus Chriſt Colimus Deum pi 


Chriſtum. 
F 
71s Charity, which males the righ 


une of Jeſus Chriſt, In what man 
ner, he wil be beloved by us. 
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K TOW as we cannot adore and 
worſhip God truly as w. 
_ ought, but by loving him ſincerely, 

with all our Hearts &c. Non Cl 
ni ſi amando: To neither can we ho 
nour Jeſus Chriſt ſincerely, and as 
we ought, but only by Love: nei 
ther can we be joyned to, and uni. 
ted with him, but only by the {@ 
cred bond of Oy or Love; 
for whoſoever do's not love our Lord 


's ha ; ( 29 ) = - 
witleſus Chriſt, let] him be Anathema; 
df hat is to ſay, he ſhall be everlaſt- 
t, anÞ"gly divided from him, if he does 
7oridÞ@ot repent, and be converted. Tis 
"ts pihen principally by Love we make 
ſtianndhe right uſe of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
y ans ſame love and Charity, is the 
im perry Eſſence and Soul of all the A- 
PForation, and Religion, we can ex- 
Irciſe towards him. He has bought 
nd redeem'd us ſo dear ly, for no 
ther end ; but that he alone might - 
vholy - poſſeſs, and enjoy all our 
eart; by a moſt pure ſincere and 
Religious Love and Charity: tant: 
Firrit ut ſolus poſſideat. He bought us 
and ith fo great a price, that Wwe 
weanight be wholly his. „ 
rely But let us learn, Dear Chriſtians, 
ohh rys out St. Bernard let us learn of 
hoMWclns Chriſt himſelf, how, and in 
d what manner, we are to love ſeſus 
nei Chriſt: And if that Love, where- 
with he has lov'd us, is the model 
of that which we muſt have for our 
Brethren, and fellow Chriſtians, as 
he himſelf has been pleas'd to de- 


eſuclare to us; with much more reaſon 
| Dy - cer- 
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certainly, muſt that Love, he has 
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born us, be the meaſure and Rule 
of the love, wherewith we onght 
to be enflam'd towards him. Now 
there is nothing ſo Tender, nothing 
ſo-Wiſe, nothing ſo Strong and bo 


werful as that Love, which the Son 


of God has had for us. For what 
greater ' affection and tenderneſs is 
ſible, than to become a Man, and 


Infant for us; and to converſe fa · 


miliarly, during fo many years with 
Men ? heaping upon them, ten thou- 
{and and ten thouſand Mercies : 
And delivering em, from all ſorts 
of Evils? but then with how great 
wiſdom is this tendernefs accom- 
panyed ? for in 3 him the 
Nature of Man, he has taken no- 
thing of this defect,; in combating 
their Enemy, he has not permitte 

him, to gain the leaſt advantage over 


him; in humbling himſelf under the 


hand of Man, and of the Devil him- 
ſelf for our ſakes, he did not there- 
fore abandon the honor of his Fa- 
ther: He knew moſt admirably well, 


to joyn together the zeal and fideli- 


ty 


(732) 
ty which he ow'd him, with the 
ſubmiſſion, condeſcendance, and hu- 
mility, which he exercis d for us: 
his Members : in fine by ſuffering for. 
our ſakes, the moſt cruel and moſt 


ignominious of all Deaths, he made 


it plainly appear, how great and 
how ſtrong. his Love df Charity 
was. for Mank ink 

O how happy then ſhould we be, 


if our Love for Jeſus Chriſt, had 


theſe 3 Characters and Marks! and. 
truly if our heart, is capable of any 
tenderneſs and compaſſion at all to 
whom can we ſo juſtly give it, as to- 
Teſus Chriſt, who has had ſo much, 
for us? or rather, can we giye it to a. 
ny one elſe without committing 
ce and extreme injuſtice; ſeeing that 
& whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord, or whether we die, we die; 
cc unto the Lord, and that whether 
ec ye live or die we are always the 
« Lords: For to this end Jeſus 
« Chriſt; both died and roſe: again, 
« that: he might be the ſovereign 
« Lord and King; and: reigu molt. 
e abſolutely, ' and perfectly, both 
> 8 4. er 


23 
< oyer the Living and over the 
Dead. And have the ſole Domini- 
on, and Government, of all our 
hearts, wholly to himſelf. . 


SECT. VIII. 


How this Tenderneſs of Aﬀettion to- 


wards Jeſus Chri fi, is acquired? 
hat it is, we muſt moſt eſpecially 
regard, in him? | 


* 


HIS Love, and this tenderneſs: 
of heart, as St. Bernard calls 
it, is acquir'd chiefly by the pro- 


ſpect and conſideration of the Sacred 


- humanity of Jeſus Chriſt, and is 
moſt- admirably nouriſhed and fed, 
with a great deal of guſt and de- 
light, by all that, which Jeſus Chriſt 
did in his mortal fleſh, and by all 
the words, which proceeded out of 
this divine mouth : and this love and 
tenderneſs, produces ſuch admirable 
effects in us; that there is not ſo 


much, as one of his Divine words, 


which do's not touch, and penetrate 

our hearts, in a moſt lively and po- 

werful manner, hence we have never 
| more 


( 33-) 


nini— more joy, then when we have th em; 


never more enflam'd, then when we 


to- From thence proceeds that ſweet- 


d? neſs and comfort, which we experi- 


ally Tence in Prayer, and in the Medi- 


tation of thoſe glorious Myſteries, 
accompliſh'd and fullfild by Jeſus 


Chriſt, in his fleſh: From thence 


we feel our ſelves excited and ani- 


hatred of Vice, and that the fight 
of theſe things ſo Repreſented to 
our memory diſſipates the illuſions 
of the Devil, and allays the irregu- 
lar motions, of Concupiſcence.* It's 


doubt that God, of inviſible that he 
was, in himſelf; would render him- 
ſelf viſible, by his Incarnation, in 
our fleſh, and become Man, to con- 


: verſe with Men; that fo he might 
5 „ With 


read them; never more ſatisfaction, 
then when we think upon them; and 
never greater delight, then when we 
contemplate, and meditate upon em. 


it alſo proceeds, that by looking on 
a holy Picture of Jeſus Chriſt in 
the Manger Or dying upon the Cr oſs, 1 


mated with the love of Virtue, and 


r 


for this reaſon chiefly, without 


* ers ey 


E tn FC ES at 


| 14 . 
— b 3 


. ; IE - wy 
* _ 1 nf; ET 1 3 [ l 2 4 „ . AS 
r . — . ee Oreo 
+ \ 
. 


| (34 ) 
ithdraw carnal Men, who cou'd 
only love, in a groſs, carnal-man- 
ner, from the love of all other ſen- 
ſible, viſible things, and attract all 
their affections ; all their ſenſibility, 
and all their tenderneſs, to a ſancti- 
fying and Divine love, of his ſacred 
Humanity, and ſo lead them by de- 
rees, toa Spiritual and more per- 
Loe. 

But althoꝰ this Devotion and ten- 
derneſs to the Sacred humanity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, is really a gift, and 
that a very great one, of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; *tis however, ſuch a Love 
as might in ſome manner, be call'd 
Carnal; but yet in a molt pure, and 
Holy ſence: Seeing tis abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with an eaſy, Voluptuous 
life, ſach as our owu body and fleſh, 
wou'd ſuggeft to us; and ſeeing it 
enables us, to deſpiſe this preſent 
World, and truly makes all them 


triumph over it, who really are poſ- 


ſeſſed by this holy Love. But how- 


ever (as I ſaid ) it may yet, in ſome 
fence, be call'd Carnal; in reſpect 
ef that other, more perfect Love, 


('38.) 


which do's, not regard and faſten 


it's ſelf, ſo much to the Word Fleſh; 


as to the Word Wiſdom, the Word 
Righteouſneſs, the Word Truth, the 


Word. Sanctity, Piety, Virtue, &c. 
For Jeſus Chriſt is in reality all this 
he having been given us, by God the 


Father, ſays St. Paul, that he might 


be our Wiſdom, our-Righteonſneſs OUT 
Santtification, aud our Redemption. 


Now there is moſt certainly a 
vaſt difference, between one, who - 
thro a ſentiment of Piety compaſſi- 


onates Jeſus Chriſt as ſuffering ;, who 


is livelily touchd, and throughly 
moved, at the fight and remem- - 
brance ; of what he Suffer d; Who 
nouriſhes himſelf with this ſeliſible 
Devotion; and encourages himſelf . 
thereby to good works and the pra- 
ctiſe of Virtue and Piety; and one 
who is always enflam'd_ with the 
love of Juſtice and Sanctity; Who 


makes appear ev'ry where, a moſt 


ardent zeal for truth; who applies j 
himſelf moſt fervorouſſy to the ftudy 
of true Wiſdom, who lays nothing 


ſo much to heart, as -real virtue, 


and 
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(36) : 
and a holy Life; who makes appear 
always, by his Life and converſati- 
on, that he is truly aſham'd of, and; 
deteſts all vanity ; that he has a 
horror of detracting his fellow 
Chriſtian; that he knows not what 
Envy is; that he deteſts Pride ; that 
he do's not only fly, the Glory and 


Praiſe, which comes from Men; but 


has alſo, a real diſlike of it; and 
deſpiſes it, from the bottom of his 
heart; that he has an irreconcila- 
ble oppoſition, and Mortal hatred, 


for all kind of Impurity, either of 


Body. or Heart; and who in fine, 
rejecting all Evil, and embracing all 


Good, performs it all, with ſo 


great a Propenſity and Inclinati- 
on, with ſo much eaſe and facility, 
that this very Inclination, — 
ſeem to us Natural, if Faith did not 


aſſure us, that we can do nothing 


without Jeſus Chriſt, as we can do 
all with him and in him. 


” (37) 


ear” | 

ati- S'E CT. IX-- 
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is a 0 / ſenſible Devotion; and Devotion * 
ow t- f Faith. 7 

hat 3 | 
hat IN the forgoing diſcourſe of St.- 
ind Bernard, there is wherewith ſuf- 


but T ficiently to humble thoſe Souls, 
nd / who imagin themſelves arriv'd at 
his | the ſupream degree of Charity, and 
la- Perfection upon feeling themſelves 
d, touched with a ſenfible Love and 
of Þ atteRion, for all that Jeſus Chriſt 
ated, and ſuffered in his fleſh, 
which render'd him like unto us: 
and on the contrary, there is where- - 
with greatly to comfort thoſe others, 
who raiſing themſelves up, by a live- 
ly firm and generous, Faith; know- 
ing and diſcerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
much better, according to the ſpirit, 
than according to the Fleſh; adhere 
and. faſten themſelves, to him; by 
that, which (in him) is eternal, 
and everlaſting ; and by imitating _ 
him, make appear his likeneſs in 
vg themſelves, under the Cen 
Ss OX + 
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of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Truth, 


Sandtity, &c. Which is to participate 
of the Son of God, and imitate him, 
in as much as he is, the image of an 
inviſible God, and the (form and) 
_ of the ſubſtance of his Fa- 
Ss... 

By how much the more the love 
and affection for Jeſus Chriſt, is ten- 
der and paſſionate; ſo much the 
| — care ought we to take in 

eeping it within the juſt bounds of 
Faith: leaſt this holy Paſſion ſhould 


carry. or incline the mind and un- 


derſtanding, to any ſentiment or o- 
pinion, contrary to the purity of 
the Doctrine of the Church, or to any 
Imagination unworthy of God: For to 
this the Devil oftentimes inclines cer- 
tain Souls, by cheating them with 
the falſe appearances of Truth, by 
certain ſpecious human Congrui- 
- ties, and ſeeming ligh 


and  apparant elevation of min 

and underſtanding ; which is alto- 
gether. falſe, and nothing, but pure 
illuſion ; from whence - afterwards 
proceed ſome ſuperſtitious. Devoti- 
I - ons, 


(39) 
ons, and indiſcreet particular practi- 
ces, which trouble the Church, and 
diſturb the true Devotion and that 
great ſimplicity of the Chriſtian 
worſhip. Wherefore we muſt be 
ſure, that our Love for Jeſus Chriſt, . 


be Wiſe, Diſcreet and Reaſonable. 


Now if afterwards Gods Grace 
becomes ſo vigorous and powerful 


in anySoul;that neither the greatneſs _ 


of ſufferings, nor even the fear of 
Death it's ſelf are not all capable 
of ſeparating it from the love of 
Juſtice,Righteouſneſs and Truth, tis 
then we may truly call this a ſtrong 
violent love, which is above all ſpi- 


ritual ; becauſe nothing is capable, of 


either inclining or fixing it on the 
Earth, or on any worldly thing what: 
ſoever; or of withdrawing or alie- 
nating it in the leaſt from Jeſus 
Chriſt. And in this ſtate one ma 

truly ſay with S. Paul, among al 
«© theſe things, we remain more 


„ than Conquerors, thro' him that 


« loved us: for Jam certain, that 


_ © neither Death nor Life, nor An- | 
ce gels nor Principalities, nor Po- 
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things to come, nor any violence, 


nor any thing that is on high, nor 
© beneath in the depths, nor any o- 

* ther Creature whatſoever, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God, which is in Chriſt. 
< Teſus our Lord. ” 


SECT: Xx 


Thee uſe we muſt make of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as our Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Santtification and Redemption, 


1 which S. Bernard told us 
above, of the love and appli- 
cation we muſt have for Jeſus Chriſt, 
as being from all Eternity the 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctity 


and Truth of God, obliges us to take 


a ſpecial and moſt. particular no- 
tice of the uſe we muſt make of 
him; as having been given us by 
God, to be our own Wiſdom, our 
own Righteouſneſs, our own San- 
ctification, and our own Redemption. 
For we muſt make aſe of what truly 
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belongs to us, (ſays this holy Father) 
for our own profit and Advantage; 
and by the means of a Savior which 
God has given us, we fnuſt work 
out out Salvation. Vtamur noſtro; 
in noſtram Uitilitatem : de Salvatore, 
ſalutem operemur. 5 

Seeing therefore he is our Wiſdom” 
let us walk, and guide our ſelves b 
hisLight : Let us recurre to him in all 
difficulties and obſcurities : let us 
wholly abandon our ſelves to his con- 
duct; let us moſt promptly obey his. 
commands: let us joyfully embrace 
his Councils: and let us bluſh for 
ſhame, that we oftentimes put more 


confidence in our own Wiſdom and 
carnal Prudence; than in this eter- 
nal and divine Wiſdom ! which 
was given us for our Uſe. How great 
then muſt our Crime be if we neg-- 
lect, and deſpiſe this gift of God! 
Seeing therefore he is our Righte- 
ouſneſo, why are we puff d up 
on one hand, with our own fond, im- 
maginary Righteouſneſs; or why do 
we deſpair on the other, for that 


great root of Iniquity and Unrigh- 
; teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs, which alas is but too truly 
in us? Jeſus Chriſt will be our Tu- 
ſtice, and Righteouſneſs ! if we have 
no confidence in any thing. of our 
ſelves ; If we truly hope all irom him 
and by him; who altho, he could com- 
mit no Sin; was nevertheleſs, made 
a Victim and Propitiation, for our 
Sin; who altho, he knew no Sin, yet 
permitted | himſelf, to be made Sin 
for us; that we mw be made, the 
Righteouſneſs of God, in him, 

He is our Santtification ;, becauſe. 
he is the Guide, the Mediator, the 
very Way it ſelf, by which we muſt 

to God: The Holy of Holies, and 

aint of Saints: Becauſe he is the Mo- 


the Tr uth, and vality, of that Oli- 
neſs, which he asks, of God his Fa- 
ther for us: Sanctiſica eos in veritate: 
Sanctiſie them in (and by) truth: 
becauſe he is the Life, the fulneſs, 
the original Fountain of all Sanctity; 
and tis only by him, in him, and 
thro' him, we can any AN 
cipate of the Sanctity of God; by 


del, the Example, the Prototype, 


giving, uniting, conſecrating and de- 
5 dicating 
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dicating onr ſelves all to him. *Tis 
then to him we muſt go; for he is 
truly our Sanctification; and he a- 
lone has the Words of Everla- 
ſting Holineſs and of eternal Life. 

He is our Redemption, and our Su- 
preme and only Deliverer; who was 


iven to us; to redeem and free us; 
y his blood; and deliver us, not- 


only from thoſe Sins; we have al- 
ready committed; but from all thoſe 
alſo, which we may commit, for the 
future: And from that unhappy root 
of Sin and Concupiſcence, which 


we always carry about with us, in 


our own boſom: Whenſoever then 


we feel in our ſelves, that origin of 


corruption „ which ſolicites, and al- 


leures us to din; that Law, which is 


in our Members; that 5 


which continually buds forth, and = 


branches into vanity and fal ſſiood; 


that corrupt deſire and Inclination, 


which ſighs and aſpires after the Ris 


ches, Honors and Pleaſures of this 


World; that impotency, for any 
good that prodigious Inclination and 


eagerneſs, for Evil; that faintneſs and 


hea- 


„ 
| heavineſs, which makes us always fall, 
towards the Earth, whenever we 
would raiſe our ſelves up towards' 
God or Heavenly things; that incon- 
ceivable diſ-reliſh, which gives us ſo- 
prodigious an Averſion, to all things 
of Religion; that ſloth which makes 
us, in a manner, quite forget the af. 
fairs of our Salvation; that vain joy 
and Criminal pleaſure which de-' 
bauches and corrupts us, in the uſe 
of Creatures; that Captivity, in 
fine, of all our- Senſes, under which: 
we continually groan : Whenever, 
Ifay, we feel in Gur ſelves the unbap- 
py, and deplorable Miſer ies, inſtead - 
of confiding in our ſelves and our 
own ſtrength; and of making any hu- 
man efforts, dependant of our own 
abilities, which are only capable of- 
augmenting our Infirmity ; inſtead- 
(I tay) of recurring, to theſe deceitful 
Remedies,of Pagan Philoſophy: let us: 
raiſe our ſelves up to JeſusChriſt, let- 
us call him, to our relief, ſas our only 
true, and powerful Deliverer — 
Redeemer. Vramur noſtro, in noſtram 
utilitatem: what is ours, let us uſe, for 
| our 
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our own profit and Advantage: Let 
us make uſe of him, as of the Re- 


demption which was given us for this 


purpoſe, by God the Father: & de Sal- 


vatore Salutem operemur: and by the 
means of a Savior, let us hope to 
obtain Salvation; and from the a- 
biſs of our own nothing and cor- 
ruption, let us put up our Sighs and 
Tears to Chriſt Jeſus and cry to 
him, more by the Voice of our 
heart, than the words of our mouth: 
Dear Lord, vouchſafe to come, and 
deliver, and redeem and free us from 
all Evil, paſt, preſent and to come, 
or elſe, with that holy Penitent. 
Domine, ecce quem amas, informatur 


Behold O Lord, and ſee, that he 


whom thou Loveſt, and for whom 
thou haſt vouchſafed to become Man, 
ſhed thy pretious blood, and ſuffer 


a moſt Ignominious Death; is no- 
thing but Infirmity and Weakneſs, 
I; Corruption and Mi- 
ſery. 1 a | 
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dur own profit and Advantage: Let 
all,” us make uſe of him, as of the Re- 
we | demption which was given us for this 
rds' | purpoſe, by God the Father: & de Sal. 
on- | vatore Salutem operemur : and by the 
1o- means of a Savior, let us hope to 
gs obtain Salvation; and from the a- 
es“ biſs of our own nothing and cor- 
af. ruption, let us put up our Sighs and 
Tears to Chriſt Jeſus and _ to 
9 him, more by the Voice of our 


* heart, than the words of our mouth: 
n' | Dear Lord, vouchſafe to come, and 
h deliver, and redeem and free us from 


„ I all Evil, paſt, preſent and to come, 
„ or elſe, with that holy Penitent. 
| Domine, ecce quem amas, informatur : „ 
T Behold O Lord, and ſee, that he WM 
8 whom thou Loveſt, and for whom 
5 thou haſt vouchſafed to become Man, 
f. ſned thy pretious blood, and ſuffer 
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How a Chriſtian ought to apply him. 
ſelf, at the time of any particular 
Feaſt, of his Redeemer. 


N OW if after all this, we deſire 
'L VN toberruly devout to Jeſus ; we 
muſt be ſure to celebrate moſt Re- 
ligiouſſy and Holily, thoſe Feaſts, 
-Which the Chriſtian Church has de- 
dicated, to the honor and commemo- 
ration of any of thoſe great Myſte- 
Ties, - which he accompliſh'd in his 
Fleſh ; and not do like a great many 
Chriſtians who offend God often- 
times more on thoſe days, then on o- 
thers : Inſomuch that the greateſt 
Feaſts are, for them, the greateſt 
Subject of Humiliation ; ſo unfaith- 
ful and negligent are they to acquit 
themſelves of their duties, at thoſe 
- Holy times; never hardly Reflec&- 
ing on, nor endeavoring to enter into 
the Intentions and deſign of the hurch, 
in the inſtitution of the Feaſt; or 
to celebrate it, in ſpirit and in 3 
| WI 


without which, all fignifies nothing ; 
it being only ſuch, whom God ſeeks. 
So that we muſt take great care, ne- 
n. ver to imagin, that what is deſign d 
war by the Church, is only an exteriour 

Solemnity, and perhaps a ceſſation 


heart, and interior, that every Feaſt 
is to be Celebrated; and a great 
part of our duty, conſiſts in à de- 
vout application of our heart and an 
interior, affectionate, and movin 

look on Jeſus Chriſt, as God an 

Man; and on the prodigious ſtate of 
Annihilation, whereto he has wil- 
lingly reduc'd himſelf, for our ſakes 
in this our mortal Fleſh: But this 


of Faith; accompanied with a moſt. 
Religious, and profound ſentiment 
of Adoration, Love; Devotion, Ac- 
knowledgment, and Thanks; For at 
the time of every Feaſt, we muſt a- 
waken and excite our Faith, that it 
may render JeſusChriſt, aCtually,pre- 


it being only Faith alone (hic 
is not ſo common, as we ae? 


from Labor. No no, tis chiefly in the 


Look muſt be with the eyes 


ſent to our Mind and Underſtanding: 
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that drawsus, and applies our hearts 
to jeſusChriſt; that renders actually 
preſent to our Mind, thoſe incon · Irhen v 
ceivable obligations we have, for, In this 
and to him; that gives us know. ove, 
ledge, of his infinit Sanctity, and 
Power; that makes us underſtand 
the entire aud Abſolute dependance, 
we all have on him; that makes us 
conceive that acknowledgment and 
thanks, and enter into thoſe diſpo- 
ſitions of Worſhip and Adoration, 
which we owe him, by ſo many in- 
finit Titles. Now tis abſolutely, 
in a manner impoſſible, for us to 
look upon Jeſus Chriſt, and behold 
him with the Eyes of our Faith, 
without diſcovering, at the ſame time, 
an infinity of Grandeurs, Excellen- 
cies and divine Perfections; wor- 
_ indeed of an only Son of God. 
This proſpect, and diſcovery ought 
to make our hearts, asit were faint, 
and, in a manner, melt away, even I ſelves 
to the very Centre of the Earth; I mean 
by a moſt profound Reſpect and does 
Adoration, and an interiour anni- J entir 
hilation, of our whole Hearts and N etern 
| Souls, 
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hen we diſcover, at the ſame time, 


for, In this divine Object, that exceſs of 


o. Love, which has reduc'd him, for 
dur ſakes, to this condition; if we 


has made his own Son, the Victim 
ind expiation, for the Sins of the 


we find an everlaſting, and inex- 
Mercies : When, I ſay, we diſcover 


the thankful acknowledgments, th 
profound adoration and reſpe 
with which our Faith will be 


Love, will our hearts be tranſported? 


timents of Religion ànd Devotion, 
it, Fought we to conſecrate our whole 
en I ſelves, entirely to him, who b 

5 7 means of this ineffable annihilation, 
a does facrifice and conſecrate himſelf 
1- Fcntirely for ever and ever, to his 
d ternal Father for us, in ſo holy, ſo 


S 


Fouls at the Feet of this Merciful Re- 
leemer, God and Man. But then, 


onſider the infinit goodneſs, and 
harity of God the Father! Wbo 
hole World: and that therein, 
hauſtible Fountain of Graces and 
Ind conſider all this, what will be 


companied ? With what extaſies f 


And with how great and deep ſen- 
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ſtupendous and ſo divine a mannerFies of 
. Conſider then well thy duty ,OChrgarne! 
. tian, and what return thou oughtſor th 
eſt to make to ſo great a BenefactorFhe ye 
With theſe amorous affeRiongbove 
with theſe holy diſpoſitions, oughnd F 
we Chriſtians, to celebrate evergice, © 
Feaſt of Jeſus Chriſt ; at the ſamſnoſt 
time renewing in our ſelves the ſpiſine, 
rit of Faiffgtowards him, and mayour 
king inviolable reſolutions of Fideſfoly 
lity and exactneſs, in rendring han th 
daily for the future all that Ado] in 
ration and Love, to which we ar Coran 
ſo ſtrictly oblig d; of looking up$ayin; 
on, and regarding henceforwarqpur h 
all that any ways concerns his ſerFonti 
vice or intereſt, with a great deaffwhich 
of true reſpect and Religion; and w: 
of doing moſt readily, all whategal! pl. 
ver he Is pleaſed to require of us Flight, 
of renewing alſo in our ſelves a moſiffknd d 
ardent love for him; a moft proj W 
found and thankful acknowledgJltlat | 
ment, for all he has been pleaſed toſſthe S 
do, or Suffer for our Salvation; aſliar 1 
great tenderneſs and deyotion for may 
the different conditions and Myſte I Trutl 


1 
5 e 
tz 


Er 3 


anner ies of his Life and Death; with an 


arneſt deſire of ſolemnizing them 
or the future (during the courſe of 
he year) in Spirit and inTruth; and 
Sbove all, of making a muſt Holy 
ind Religious uſe of his divine Sacri- 
ee, and of the participation of his 
oſt Sacred Body and Blood. In 
Sine, we muſt all reſolve and endea- 
our to eſtabliſh our ſelves in a 


inn the preſence of God, but al- 
. Adofſio) in the preſence of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
e ar TCoram Deo & Chriſto Feſu ;, as 


g upSaving him conſtantly reſiding in 


wardpur hearts by Faith; as bearing him 
is ſercontinually about in our Bodies, 
deahrhich are truly his Members; and 
ane walking and acting always, in 
hateÞall places, and in all times, in his 
Fus Fight, and under his Government 
moliknd directions. 


pro We muſt farther yet take notice, | 


ledgFtiat every particular ſolemnity of 


d tothe Son of God includes it's pecu- 


15 altar ſpirit and Grace; which is, as 
for may ſay, the very Soul. Heart and 
yſte. Truth of the Feaſt, as that which 
be C2 appears 
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appears outwardly, and which vd 
perceive with our ſenſes, may be ettle « 
call'd the material Body of it fend d 
Now this peculiar Grace an 

Spirit of every Feaſt, perfectly cor: Heave 

reſponds to the Myſtery whereof the Jeſus | 
memory is Celebrated, and is no off**28© 
ther than a participation of thats . 
particular ſtate and condition; and farrec 
of thoſe hol y diſpoſitions into which Chr 
Jeſus -Chriſt enter'd by that ſamefſ, 72 
Myſtery; and an effeckual Imitation ſeek 
of that interior Sanctity; wherewith 
he animated even the exterior of his 
Actions, and as I may ſay, the ma: 
terial Body of all his Myſteries. 
In this manner, for example, 
whenever we Celebrate the Myite- 
ry of the Reſurrection of Jeſu 
Chriſt: altho it may appear to us 
ſo very little Imitable in this life; 
et 8. Paul, and the Church after 
him, do's not forbear to exhort us to 
; pate, and to-enter into the Spirit 
of it; dy withdrawing and ſepara: 
ting our ſelves in heart, affection} 
and inclination, from all the periſh er- 


* things of this World; and iu fen 
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ay be*ttle our affections upon, and ſo- 
Tend with all the deſires of our Souls 
ndtowards the things which are in 
cor. Heaven; by a faithful Imitation of 
of the leſus Chriſt, who is become now, 
10 olaltogether Heavenly, even accord- 
thatfing to his Fleſh, by his glorious Re 
andi urrection: If you are riſen with 
yhichl Chriſt (ſays the Church, after 8. 
ſamef* Paul, to all Chriſtians at Eaſter) 
0 * ſee the things which are in Hea- 
My © ven, where Chriſt is ſeated at the 
right hand of God. Have no re- 
$* liſh, but only for Heavenly things, 
* and not for thoſe of this World. 
The glorious Myſtery of the Aſcen- 
© fion (to add another Example) whictt 
puts Jeſus Chriſt in full poſſeſſion, 
not only of Glory, [ ut alſo of the 
very place and feat of Glory it's. 
ſelf : This Myſtery J ſay, elevates 
to a more perfect Spirit and Grace, 
than that of the Reſurrection. For 
this Grace does not inſpire us only 
with an Inclination, and an affectio- 
nate 5 — after Heaven and Hea- 
venly things; but it inſpires us yet 
tarther, to actually live there, con- 
| ö; wi 
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verſe there, and to remain always 


race; 


there, as being already Citizens of . 
ther. 


that Heavenly Jeruſalem ( to uſe 
d. Pauls Language) and as the 
Church moſt clearly marks out to 
us, in the Prayer of this Feſtival, 
The like might be exemplified of all 
the Feaſts, in which are commemo- 
rated any of thoſe glorious Mylte- 
ries, Which Jeſus Chriſt accom- 
plifh'd in the Fleſh, which he took 
for our ſakes: and tho' it would be 
too longto particularize here in every 
one, yet I cannot forbear to take no- 
tice, that generally ſpeaking, *tis 
In the Prayer of the Feſtival, where- 
in the Church diſcovers to us, the 
- particular Grace and Spirit of the 

Myſtery which ſhe then Celebrates, 
and which we mult principally de- 
fire to receive, and partake of in the 
Celebration of that Solemnity, and 
likewiſe thoſe 1 whereinto 
we muſt enter, for the worthy per- 
formance of it : which do thou 
grant us to do, every time bet- 


ter than other; O dear Jeſu, who 


hait ſuffer d ſo much to obtain this 
5 Grace 
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IwaysfGrace, and a portion of th ho y 
ns of Ppirit for us, of thy Eternal 25 | 


O uſe 
5 the 


ther, 
""*BECT. 


The general Duty of every Chriſtian 
is the Imitation of Feſus Chriſt. f 


Hat which we earneſtly deſire 

a Perſon ſhould never forget, 
we inculcate very often to him. 
For this reaſon *twas we began this 
little Piece, with the Imitation of 
Jeſus Chriſt : and for this tis we 
end with it too : And the Impor- 
tance of it is ſo great, that we can 
never mention 1t often enough in 


Words, till we once ſpeak it with 
our Lives and Actions; Non magna 


laquimur, ſed Vivimus, We do not 
only ſpeak great things, but we alſo 
live them; that is, our Life is com- 
poſed of virtuous actions. The 
Chriſtian Church Celebrates ſeveral 


Feaſts, during the courſe of the 


Year, to honour the ſeveral Myſte- 
ries of Jeſus Chriſt. Now for what 
C4. - other 


- 
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= other end can we think all this; ..11 x 
but to excite us to Imitation? For 
many ages paſt, our Churches have 
Eccho'd with this ſentence of a ho- 
ly Father, that the Solemnities of more 
Aartyrs, are Exhortations to Mar- Eyes 
tyrdom: This we ought, with much 
more reaſon, to ſay of all the So- Con 
lemnities of Jeſus Chriſt; that they 
are ſo many eloquent Exhortations, Þ in o 
to the Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt. al 
And as when we Celebrate any one I that 
Feaſt in particular, we ought, as | a8 n 
near as we can, to Imitate the par- A the 
_ ticular Myſtery which the Chri- wi 
ſtian Church then Commemorates 4 15 


to enter into the Spirit of it, an 
practiſe that which the Son of God he 
practiſed therein himſelf : or at 2 
feaſt we muſt endeavour as much KG 
as poſlible, to have theſe diſpoſi- _ 
tions in our hearts, as was ſaid in ol 
the foregoing Section : So in like v 
manner, that we may become devout E 
to Jeſus Chriſt, including in gene- t. 
ral, all thoſe great Myſteries b 
which he accompliſhed in his mor- R 
tal Fleſh 5 we mult very frequently t 


call 
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call to mind, the great eſſential aid“ 
indiſpenſable Obligations we have, ü 
of being in all things The Imitators 
of Jeſus Chriſt, We muſt become 
more faithful, in {till caſting dur 
Eyes upon him, in all our Actions, 
in taking his divine Life and holy-. 
Converſation, for the Rule, Model 
and Example of ours; in renewing 4 
in our ſelves, the deſire of bearing ü 
always the Image and Likeneſs of ß 
that Heavenly Man, in all things, 8 
as much as poſſible : of entring into 
the ſame affections and inclinations: . 
with him; of being of the ſame o- 
inion in all things: in deſpiſing what 
e deſpiſed : in condemning, what 1 
he condemn'd: in approving and 
embracing, what he approved and: i 
embraced : in judging of all things, 
as he himſelf was pleaſed to judge 
of them, and ſo in his fatherly pro Ml 
vidence to order it, that the holy-"” 
Evangeliſts, ſhou'd make it. known : 
to us. In fine, in making. appear, 
by the whole courſe. of our Life 
| and converſation, that we adhere - 
to his Judgment, and follow his ad- 
JJC 
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vice in all things. In a word, in 


applving to all our Actions, Cc. 
that divine Rule, which he him- 
ſelf, was pleaſed to preſcribe us, in 
theſe words: I have given you ex- 
ample, that ye ſhou'd do, as I have 
done. I end, with putting you once 


more in mind of that great ſaying 


of S. Ambroſe, that the Chriſtian 
Religion is ſo much in love with 


Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo charm'd with 
his divine life, and behaviour; that 
it deſigns to change ev'ry one of 
it's Profeſſors into ſo many Jeſus 


Cbriſts, which InP be doye, by 
O 


cout Imitation (at leaſt in ſome de- 


— 


Love and Imitation. that with- 


gree) no Devotion. 


Without Devotion no Love. 
Without Love, no true Adoration. 


Without Adoration, no Salvation. 


So that without Imitation, no Sal- 


vation. | _ 
Grant us therefore, Deareſt Jeſu, 
that we may truly Imitate, what 


we pretend to Worſhip, Love, Re- 
ſpect, Admire and Adore, Da nobis 


gueſumus Domine, imitari quod coli- |} 


ow. SECT.. 
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S EC T. XIII. 
Of the Litanies of FES US. 


1 following Litanies, which 
| the holy Church makes uſe 
of in general, may not be an im- 
proper exerciſe of Devotion, for e- 
very one of her pious Children in 
particular; they being fitted to tlie 
capacity of the moſt ignorant; and 
vet containing in general, all that a 
Chriſtian ought to ask; and if we 
conſider more in particular, what 
theſe Litanies contain; we ſhall find 
| that there is à Prayer moſt becom- 
8 ing a Chriſtian; moſt proper for Aa 
AF finner, and moſt conformable to 
the Spirit of Chriſtian Religion. 4 
The beginning of theſe Litanies, 
is a moſt profound humiliation of a ³ü 
: Chriſtian and a ſinner, who preſents + 
himſelf to Jeſus Chriſt, as his Sove- 
* Lord and his God, with fear 
; and trembling, asking him Mercy; 
| and begging of him to hear and 
grant his requeſt, This humiliati- 
on is follow'd, by a diſtinct invo- -- | 
Eu 2 cation 
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cation of the three Perſons of the 

moſt- holy Trinity, which is the 

great Myſtery of Chriſtianity. 
The chief body of theſe Litanies 

is compos'd of three parts: in the 


firſt we adore Jeſus Chriſt, in all 


his Grandeurs and Majeſty, both 


temporal and eternal; in his Myſte- 


ries; in his Virtues, and in all thoſe 


glorious qualities and relations, 


which he has with his Spouſe, the 
Church; and with all the different 
Orders, and Ranks of Saints, where- 
of the is compos' d. And then, in 
adoring him, we both invoke him, 
beg his aſſiſtance and implore his 
Mercy: as in theſe verſes, for ex- 


ample: Feſu, who art the Son of the 
living God, have mercy upon us. Teſu 
who art the Model and exemplar of 


all virtues, have mercy upon us. 


In the Second part, the Sinner 
lays open to Jeſus Chriſt, the Mi- 


ſeries to which he is ſubject; and 
thoſe Evils, which he ought to fear : 
ſuch are all Sin; the Anger of God; 


the Wiles of the Divel &c. He 
prays and begs to be deliver'd from 


them 


— . ˖—————— 


_ Myſteries, to 


deliver us O Jeſu. F By thy x iD eath, 8 i 


adoration of Jeſus ¶Chriſt, under 
that comfortable quality of Lamb 
of God, who takes away the Sins 


G 
them, and he ſighs (in imitation « 
the Apoſtle) in the hopes of th 
deliverance; and of the perfect l 
berty of the Children of Goc 
Libera nos Jeſu. Deliver us, Q de 
reſt Jeſu, from all &C. EEE 
But then, the great Myſteries c 

the Life Paſſion and Death of th 
Son of God, being tlie origin ane 
fountain of all our ſanctification 
for this reaſon, the Church has re 
courſe to them, in the third part o 
theſe Litanies; and in this ſhe con 
jures Jeſus Chriſt, by theſe ſam 
| . upot 

er the Grace and Spirit of them 
and to grant, that ſhe may enjoy |} 
the benefit; and receive the effects IM 
of them. By the Myſtery of i 
holy Incarnation, deliver us O Je- 
ju. By all thy ſufferings and torments, 
aeliver us O Jeſu. n — 
In fine, theſe Litanies are con- 
cluded by a tripple invocation and 
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of the World: and by this eſtate and 
condition of his; (which gives us 
reaſon to hope all good and eternal 


F happineſs from him) we beg and 


\ conjure him, to forgive us our ſins; 
graciouſly to hear us, and to grant 
us his mercy. Lamb of God &c. 
Pardon us, hear us, and grant our 
requeſt; and have mercy upon us. 
Thele Litanies- contain then all, 
that is neceſſary, for the compoſing 
a moſt holy, ſolid, and moſt Chri- 


ſtian Prayer: ſince there is nothing 


more befitting a Chriſtian, than to 
adore Jeſus Chriit, in his Myſte. 


_ ries, in thoſe qualities and relations, 


he has to his Spouſe, the Church : 
nothing fo rational and proper for a 
ſinner, enlightned by Faith; as to 
ſigh under the burden of all thoſe 


_ Miſeries wherewith he is oppreſs'd : 


nothing ſo wiſe, nor ſo powerful, 
as to place all his hope and confi- 
dence, and all the force and efficacy 


of his orayers, in the Merits of the 
great indglorious Myſterics of his 


deareſt Lord) Saviour andRedeemer 


* 
* 


Jeſus Chriſt: and to lay before him, E 
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us with great ſubmiſſion and true humi. 
al lity, all that which his infinit and 
d || cxceſlive Charity made him ſuffer, 
"= for us, and for our Salvation; after 
it it had made him 2 ſo low, to ſo 
c. {| prodigious an annihilation, as of 
* God to become Man, to ſave us. 


The Litaniesof ES UVS. 
ORD have mercy on us. 0 
Chriſt have mercy on us. 

Lord have mercy on us. 

Jeſu hear us. 

Feſu graciouſly hear us, and grant our 
Requeſt. on 

God the Father of Heaven, have mer- 
cy on us. | 1 

God the Son, Redeemer of the 
World, have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Ghoſt, have mercy on. 

Holy Trinity one God, bave | 

Jeſu, Son of the living God, have 

Jeſu,: ſplender of the eternal Father, 
IAUE mercy ON u 1 

Jeſu, candor and brightneſs of eter 

4 nal Light, have mercy on, 
Jeſu, King of Glory, have 

5 Jeſu, Sun of Juſtice, have 
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"Jeſu, Son of the Virgin Mary, have 
Jeſu moſt wonderful and admirable, Jeſu, 


— 
. 
= 
nt 


have 
Jeſu God of Strength and Power, Jeſu 
; | have | Jeſu 
Jeſu, Father of the World to 2 IN P 
Mp : ave 
Jeſu, Angel of great Council, - have Fe 
Jeſu, Omnipotent, - have Nx 
Ieſu, moſt Patient, have Jef 
Jeſu, moſt Obedient, have Tel 
Jeſu, Meek and Humble of Heart, Fel 
| | | have | 
Jeſu, lover of Chaſtity and * ge 
ade 
Jeſu, true object of our Love, have Be 
- Jeſu, God of Peace, have 
Jeſu, Author of Life, have - pr 
Jeſu, Model of all Virtues, have F. 
Jeſu, Jealous lover of our Souls, have I x; 
oel, dan 
Jeſu, our only Refuge, have | Ft 
Teſu, Father of the Poor, have 
Teſu, Treaſure of the Faithful, have f 
f]eſu, the good Shepherd, have F 
fein. the true Light, have 
feſheternal Wiſdom, hade 
—— bw”; 
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Jeſu, who art infinite Goodneſs it 


ſelf, . haut 

Jeſu, who art our Way and our Life, 
: have © 

Jeſu, Joy of Angels, have 


Jeſu, Maſter, and teacher of the A- 


33 : have 
Jeſu, Doctor of the Evangeliſts, have 


Jeſu, the force and ſtrength of Mar- 


have 


tyrs, | 
Jeſu, Light of Confeſſors, have 


Jeſu, Purity of Virgins, have 


Jeſu, the Crown and Reward of all 
thy Saints, - have 
Be —— a+ unto us, ard ſpare us O 
eſa. Ry 
e merciful unto us, and grant our 
requeſt O Jeſu. 
From all Sin, Deliver us O Feſu. 
From thy Anger, Deliver us O Jeſu. 
From the ſnares and deceits of the 


gent, - Aieliver 
From the ſpirit of Fornication, and 
Impurity, 5 deliver 
From eternal Death, deliver 
From the neglect of thy holy Inſpi- 
rations, Aaelive, 


By 


„ 95 
By the Myſtery of thy moſt holy In- 


carnation, deliver 
By thy Nativity, deliver 
By thy Infancy, deliver 


By thy moſt holy and divine life, de- 


By thy Faſting and Labors, deliver 


By thy terrible Agony and bitter 
Paſſto ny 


n, deliver 


VB thy Croſs and Dereliction, deliver 


By all thy Pain, and Languiſhing un- 


der thy torments, deliver 
By thy Death and Burial, deliver 
By thy glorious Reſurrection, deliver 
By thy Admirable Aſcenſion, deliver 
By thy Joys, deliver 
By thy Glory deliver 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, ſpare u5 O Jeſu. 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the 


Sins of the World, graciouſly hear 

us, and grant our Requeſt O TFeſu. 

Lamb of God, who takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, have mercy on 
us,O Jeſu. 

Jeſu, hear us. | 

Jeſu Graciouſly hear us, and grant our 
Requeſt. | 


Le 
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L..et us Pray. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who haſt 


ſaid ; ask, and you ſhall re- 


ceive ſeek, and you ſhall find; 
knock, and it ſhall be open'd unto 
vou: Grant us, we beleech thee, 


who heartily ask it, the true Senti- 


ment, and zealous affection of thy 


moſt divine Love: that with all our 


Heart, Words and Actions, we ma 


tenderly love thee ; and never ceaſe 
to praiſe and ou thee. Grant, 


Deareſt Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, that we may always retain _ 
a reſpectful fear, and moſt ardent 


love, for thy ſacred humanity, which 2 


was annointed and conſecrated b 
the very Divinity it ſelf ; becauſe 


thou never depriveſt thoſe of thy 


fatherly government and protection, MW 
whom thou haſt eſtabliſh'd in tage 


firmneſs of thy Love: Thou who 


with the Father and the holy Ghoſt, _ 
liveſt and reignelt one God, for ever 


and ever. Amen. © | 
Come, Lord Jeſu, Come and Live 
in this thy Servant ; in all the fulneſs 


of thy Power and ſtrength ; in the 


Per- 
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per fection of thy holy ways; in 
the ſanctity of thy holy Spirit, and 
in the participation of thy glorious 
Myſteries. Come and reign in my 
ſtroy in me all rebellious —_ 
tion of Darkneſs, of the World, of 
the Fleſh and of all Sin. Come ane 


thy Eternal habitation, Through 
the Holy. Ghoſt, for the everla- 
ſting honour and glory of thy 
Eternal Father. Amer. 


waercifully hear us, and grant all 
_ our Petitions, [both now and for 
evermore. Amen. 


of my Death, for thy bitter Paſ⸗ 
ſion ſake, O deareſt Jeſu. Into thy 
daands O Jeſu I commend my Spi- 
rit. Sweet Jeſu my Redeemer 


which thou has bought with ſo 
great a Price. Amen. | 


FINIS. 


Soul for ever, and effectually de- 


fill my heart, and eſtabliſh in it 


May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 


Have mercy on me at the hour 


vouchſafe te receive my Soul, 
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The good uſe we onght to make of 


That we muſt — a to. if 


„ 9 
Niiquity an Excellency of this = 
:Devotion. i 
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That we muſt earneſtly beg the N 4 
. of the Spirit of Jeſus ® 

f 2 

1 S E C T. Ill. 1 
That tis wholy Feſtus Chriſt we muſt 1 
regard in evry thing. — 


SECT. IF, 


Tel Chriſt , by performing our © 1 F 
Duties towards him. 7 
S EGP. V. 


Fo INDEX. 
bis Father. The Excellencies and 


Advantages of this Oblation. 
S E CT. VI. 


We muſt offer our own ſelves, and 


all, whatever we do, or ſuffer, to 


God the Father, with Feſus Chriſt, 


and in Jeſus Chriſt. 
SE C3 


"Tis Charity which makes the right 
uſe of Jeſus Chriſt. In what . 


manner he will be belov'd by 
S EC T. VIII. 


Hum Tenderneſs of Affection towards I 


Jeſus Chrift, is acquired. What 
it is we muſt moſt eſpecially re- 
gard in him. 
| SE CT. IX. 

Of Senſible Devotion; and De voti- 
on of Faith. 

„„ 

The uſe we muſt make of Jeſus 
Chriſt as aur Wiſdom, Righte- 


oufneſs, $ anftifi cation aud Redem- 
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INDEX 71 
and V 
| How a Chriſtian ought to apply, him- 


ſelf; at the time of any particu- 
and | lar Feaſt of his Redeemer. 
wh +, 9820-1. a. 
rift, \ The general duty of every Chriſtian 
| is the Imitation of Feſus Chriſt. 
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Of the Litanies of Jeſus. 
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